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ACAD/JS & I/C (A&T)/2015 20th July 2015
Circular No:Acad-41/2015

The Heads of all CBSE affiliated schools

Subject: Use of textbooks by schools other than NCERT books and excessive use of books
published by private publishers- reg.

Dear Principal,

As you are aware, all the schools affiliated to CBSE follow syllabi prescribed by the NCERT up
to the Middle class level (Class VIII) and the syllabi prescribed by the CBSE from Class IX to XII.

The Board often receives reports and complaints regarding the pressure exercised in several
schools on children and their parents to buy an excessive number of textbooks. The Committee
under the Chairmanship of Professor Yashpal had also made several recommendations to reduce the
curricular burden and stress on children in its report entitled 'Learning Without Burden'. The
National Curriculum Framework, 2005 has called for several curricular and systemic reforms to make
children's life at school enjoyable. One of these reforms pertains to reduction in the number
textbooks for different classes.

In spite of all these initiatives, it is unfortunate that several schools are exerting pressure on
children and their parents to buy an excessive number of textbooks predominantly published by
publishers other than NCERT. This is a matter of grave concern and the CBSE would like to reiterate
its stand in unequivocal terms that prescribing of too many textbooks and coercing parents and
children to buy them is an unhealthy practice that is educationally unsound, especially since NCERT
textual materials are the base for preparing test items in the Board Examination and the question
paper of CBSE is set according to the prescribed syllabus of the subject.

It has come to attention that schools are compelling children to purchase and use books of
publishers other than NCERT which are costly, voluminous, and unscientifically designed. This
practice of the schools is jeopardizing the proper teaching learning activities of the schools and
imposing pressure on students.

It is, therefore, reiterated that Parents should not be coerced to buy additional textbooks by
the school authorities.

Yours faithfully,
C&—F}Lv:7 o
(D. T. Sudharsan Rao)
Joint Secretary & In charge (A&T)
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Copy to the respective Heads of Directorates, Organizations and Institutions as indicated below with a
request to disseminate the information to all the schools under their jurisdiction:
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The Commissioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, 18-Institutional Area, Shaheed Jeet Singh Marg, New Delhi-110016.
The Commissioner, Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti, B-15, Sector-62, Institutional Area, Noida-201309.

The Director of Education, Directorate of Education, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Old Secretariat, Delhi-110 054.

The Director of Public Instructions (Schools), Union Territory Secretariat, Sector 9, Chandigarh-160 017.

The Director of Education, Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok, Sikkim — 737101.

The Director of School Education, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar —791 111

The Director of Education, Govt. of A&N Islands, Port Blair - 744101.

The Director of Education, S.I.E., CBSE Cell, VIP Road, Junglee Ghat, P.0.744103, A&N Islands

The Secretary, Central Tibetan School Administration, ESS Plaza, Community Centre, Sector 3 Rohini, Delhi-110085.
All Regional Directors/ Regional Officers of CBSE with the request to send this circular to all the Heads of the affiliated schools of the
Board in their respective regions.

All Associate Professor & Additional Directors/ Advisors/ Consultants

All Additional Director/ Joint Director/ Deputy Director/ Assistant Director, Vocational Cell, CBSE

The Research Officer (Technology) with the request to put this circular on the CBSE websites.

All Assistant Professor & Joint Directors, CBSE

All Assistant Professor & Deputy Directors, CBSE

The Deputy Director (Examination & Reforms), CBSE

The Assistant Librarian, CBSE

The Public Relations Officer, CBSE

The Hindi Officer, CBSE

PS to Chairman, CBSE

PS to Secretary, CBSE

SO to Controller of Examinations, CBSE

PS to Director(Special Exams and CTET), CBSE

PA to Professor & Director (Academics, Research, Training & Innovation), CBSE

PA to Director (Information Technology)

PA to Director (EDUSAT)

Joint Secretary & In charge (Academics and Training)



